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T HE | 
PREFACE, 
w—_ H Is diſſertation, which is offered 


to the public, was found amongſt 

the writings of a very learned gen- 
tleman: many other works of his, which he in- 
tended for the preſs, unfortunately were de- 
ſtroyed five or fix years ago. I have been in- 
; formed by ſeveral gentlemen of undoubted ve- 
racity, who were particularly acquainted with 
the author, that they have ſeen above ſixty 


different diſſertations which he intended to 
on 


* 
. 


B ; Some 
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Some fragments of his works have lately 
come to our hands, and particularly a diſſer- 
tation upon the motives and conſequences of 
the Queen of Sheba's voyage. It is imagined 
by ſome, that the Queen, charmed with the 
reputation of King Solomon, who, with very 


good reaſon, was eſteemed the moſt magnifi- 
cent and polite Prince the world at that time 
had, was inflamed with a deſire, out of a 


principle of vanity, too common amongſt 


women, of making a conqueſt of the King's 
heart; and being ſenſible that her outward 


charms, joined with her mental qualifications, 
were capable of inſpiring the King with the 
moſt ardent love, thought of being preferred to 
all the ladies of the court. Solomon, as our 
author ſays, anſwered the moſt ardent expec- 
tations of the Queen; he diſtinguiſhed her in 

| every 


Ann Xi 


every reſpect above all others, and aſſured her, 
that her rank was but the object of his reſpect, 
but her beauty and wit were the ſummit of all 
his care, and the centre of his affections. 


When Solomon talked of love, he was 
liſtened to; if of pleaſures and favours, the 
Queen willingly granted him his deſires; but 
the too great delicacy and voluptuouſneſs of the 
King, made him loſe all the pleaſures he had 
promiſed himſelf. The Queen, according to 
what our author pretends to know, - and can 
prove, had a f—ſt—la, with which ſhe had 
been afflicted a long time: the gallant was too 
ſoon ſenſible of it, and an exceſs of delicacy 
loſt him the pleaſure he ſo ardently wiſhed for. 
This 1s an anecdote that moſt of the Literati 
never before heard of; and for the proof of 

B 2 which, 
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which, he quotes ſeveral Hebrew and Ethio- 
pian manuſcripts. | 


I don't doubt but ſome people will condemn 
the author of the following diſſertation, and 
blame him for not making better uſe of his 
wit and fine parts; but the reffection is not fo 
weighty as at firft ſight it ſeems to be; for if by 
making a good ule of bis qualifications, is 
meant the compoſing of works that are abſo- 
lutely and intrinſically uſeful, thoſe of mo- 
rality would be the only ones that, deſerve the 
name. | a 


*. Pyhſicis reduced in a manner to nothing 


but Hypotheſis, and to content itſelf with 
probabilities. All other ſciences are at this 
time ſubordinate to the imagination; this is an 

age 


W —_— * 


* * 
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age of ſyſtems; we agree about nothing, and 
the more we write, the more the world is at 


| Variance. 


% 


No books are ftritly uſeful, but thoſe that 
teach us to live well, to which we may add 
thoſe that treat of anatomy, phyſic, botany, 
Sc. whoſe ultimate end is to procure real! ad- 
vantages to the world: but Pedantry has taken 
care not to ſuffer this notion to take root in the 
mind of man. Every work that pleaſes the 
fancy, and tickles the imagination; is now 
eſteemed really neceſſary, and every one be- 
lieves the ſcience he is attached to, is the only 
uſefal one to mankind. A divine thinks he 
does a particular ſervice to his neighbour in 
telling him, that after many tedious enquiries, 
he has diſcovered that Toby, the for of Tobit, 
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was not a mountebank, nor a quack; and that 
the deſign of the angel, in learning him the 
uſe of the liver and gall of a certain fiſh, was 
not to make him a ſorcerer, or to inſtru him 
how to make philtres and taliſmans. 


A critic thinks he has employed his time 
well, in examining how thoſe ſoldiers, who 
were incloſed in the Trojan horſe, could fa- 


 tisfy the demands of nature, without fouling 


themſelves, or infecting their comrades. Yet 
all theſe fine productions have their partizans. 
There are as many taſtes as faces; for that 


which inſtructs one, ſeems quite uſeleſs to ano- 


ther; and that which will divert a man of 
taſte, would offend a bigot. 


That 


PR E F A C E. xv 


That man is the beſt judge, who reads books 
without prejudice. A ſtrict regard ought to 
be paid to the manner in which an author 
treats a ſubject; if a painter has drawn a 
naked Venus, is it my buſineſs to aſk him why 
he did not paint a Nun ? I have nothing to do 
with the painter's choice; and I am poſitive 
that he who excels in drawing a naked figure, 
can never give a perfect repreſentation of a 
| veiled and modeſt one. Buſs 


We may, without doing injury to the au- 
thor's memory, affirm, that he loved the fair; 
but it appears by his works that this peculiar 
taſte gained him credit; for having purified his 
mind of all it's groſſeſt particles, he loved with 
delicacy, and was merry with Wit and Diſ- 

B 4 cernment. 
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cernment. When a man makes a proper uſe 
of his tender regard for the fair-ſex, his in- 
tercourſe with the ladies, is to him a fruitful 
ſource, from whence all civil virtues, and 
whatever is agreeable to ſociety, have their riſe, 
Politeneſs ſoftens the diſpoſition, and gives that 
delicacy and eaſe, which ſpreads ſo many graces 
in converſation and writing ; without which, 
Ovid, Lucretius, or Virgil, had never 
pleaſed. This is not a proper place to prove 
my aſſertion, but it is inconteſtible that Corinna 
has made Ovid ſay more pretty things than 
Cæſar and Pottipey ever made Lucan do. 
It is not expected that this diſſertation will 
ſhine in the world; for the learned will not 
, give themſelves the trouble to read it, becauſe 
it is not in their ſphere, unleſs their zeal _ 
e 


— — —— <> 


PREF ACE x 
the ancients, upon whoſe actions they love 
to criticize, oblige them: however, if it meets 
with a favourable reception from the public, 

"F* they ſhall have whatever pieces I can collect 
of the author's. It is the intereſt of the fair- 
ſex to defend it; for here their rights and pri- 
vileges are maintained; and the men may ob- 
ſerve the manner they ought to deal with that 
fairer part of mankind, 
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DEIFICATION 
OF THE 
FAIR SEX. 


HE Greeks and Romans, of all nations 
in the world, were the moſt ſuperſtitious z 

aries this became thy bao ike adoration. 
"Theſe people, ſeldom having recourſe to the 
order of things, judged only by their effect 
the circumſtances ſtrengthened their piety, and 
' * the 
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the good or ill ſucceſs of the effects, conſtituted 
a divinity, or took' away one from them, 


Wed, Rong, metal, the ny; in zjward, 
every object in the univerſe, ſtood a chance of 


being deified, and of having altars 'raiſed to 


A 1 


their honour, - 1 II I I © 


The paſions had the : love, 
fortune, valour, ſtrengtll, d ha- 
tred, have been deified revenge distinction. ; 


f Veſta had | her temple,:Y enus had her altare; 


d ik, th eir great men had their ſtatues, e 
= CEE had theirs too, ; "i __ 
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an Profeffions aa ure tenor Fe courteſan is now con- , 
*— z but i * was not always ſo 3 for in former ages they 
were 
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rance men were in, or the want they had of 
certain things, or the evils thoſe things produced, 
was the rule that determined them in the choice 
of their Gods. 


Every individual made his -own domeſtic 


Gods, and diſcharged them when he was ill- 


ſerved. No wonder then we cannot come to a 


true knowledge of the religious worſhip of thoſe 
people, ſeeing that every one-had the privilege 
of adapting his own ſyſtem of religion. 


— „ "I 


— 
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were in great N thoſe 1 mead who, by their wit and 
beauty, had amaſſed confiderable fortunes; and I affirm that 
they ſometime contribute more to the public good, than the 
moſt ſolitary devotee. Thoſe of Athens and Rome did often 
put their riches to very commendable uſes: it is true, in- 
deed, that the miſſes of Kings and Lords are in as goed re- 
pute as ever Lais and Phryme were ; but the public is ſo little 
obliged to'them, that they will never conſent to ere trophies 
to their hondur. 
Soper- | 
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Superſtition had the ſame effect upon thoſe 
people, as prejudice has daily amongſt us; for 
we can give no more ſatisfactory accounts of our 
faith than the pagans of their idolatrous ſyſtems. 
A father, when dying, recommended to his 
ſon the gods he had made choice of, and if the 


ſon was content with them, he offered ſacri- 


fices to them. This ought not, in my opinion, 
to be thought extraordinary ; nature preſents us 
with one of the moſt ſtriking appearances ; but 
at the ſame time that ſhe makes ſuch magnificent 


and profuſe diſplay of her preſents, ſhe lays 


before our view the principal uſes we ought to 
make of the good things ſhe beſtows. We 
have but an imperfe& idea of a great part of 
thoſe objects that ſurround us; we are alſo. ig- 
norant of the manner in which they are made ; 


and we know as little of their qualities, their 
con- 


* 
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connections, cauſes and effects; beſides, with 
philoſophy, void of experience, and clothed in 
probabilities, we need not be ſurpriſed that thoſe 


C people, buried in uncertainties, ſhould bend the 


knee before the elements and objects they have 
produced. 


How could they act otherwiſe ? May we not 
then aver, that the ſyſtems of -religion they. a- 
dopted, were the only rational ones. The 
greateſt men amongſt the pagans have done much 
worſe; for at the ſame time they made their 
Gods the ſource of all good, yet they were, in 
truth, the orgin of all diſorders and confuſion. 
Theopinion concerning twoprinciplesintroduced 
by Terebinthus and Maries was their favourite, 


and all the world knows the ſad conſequences 


that enſued, 
It 
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It was therefore natural that theſe people, de · 
ſtitute of ideas, d Priori, ſhould conduct them- 
ſelves by rules and reaſons d paſteriori, i. e. 
baving no idea of a ſupreme being, and being 

deficient in phyſical knowledge, they attributed 
ſome virtue, ſome property, or ſome. direction 
to nature and the objects ſhe produced, 


Theſe people having no juſt notion of things, 


at laſt aynexed an idea of reality and power to 
things only intended to inſtruct them; for every 
one knows that the hieroglyphics of the Egyp- 
tians have been a fruitful fource of idolatry 3 

the whoop, the hawk, the Gods Iſis and Ofiris, 
all ſymbols deſign'd to explain ſomething, and to 


* inſtruction, became divinities by ſuc- 
| ceſſion 
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. ceflion of time . It is ell known that the god 

Anubis was nothing but the conicule, or dog · ſtar, 

to which they gave the name of Dog or Barker; 

becauſe the appearing of that ſtar inform'd them, 

(as they found by obſervations) of the time the 
Nile overflow'd iit's banks, which obliged both 
men and beaſts to retire to higher grounds, till 
the river return d to it's Rn channel. | y 


_ _ U 
r d . and 1 
. 


| 
| 
Sg 
P - Thus, by e ideas of dener to . | | 
on and Moon, they have dropt general ideas for more | 
* particular ones, which will not ſurprize us, if 
5 we conſider that we have ſeen; in a more en- | 
"3 


lightned age, men attribute virtue, and occult \ 
e to ne which reaſon and experience 
C 1 contre 
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„The Author of the hiſtory of the heavens bas proved this = 
with ſoildity and judgment. W 
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44 contradict. For ttie proof of. my aſdetion read 
| - rthechymiſts, , 
WM Weoughtnot tobe ſurpriſed that the poor pa- 
gans worſhiped an ear of corn, when we think of 
the conſequences of ſuperſtition amongſt us, and 
in an age the moſt enlightned with philoſophy; and 
diſengaged of prejudices. I believe it will be 
needleſs to ſay more. All judicious men juſtify the 
pagans, and require no more of them than what 
they wete capable of giving, and we may, with 
good reaſon, belleve that they would have been 
our equils in virtue if they had equalled us in 
knowledge. This "ſhort preamble 1 thought 
neceſſaty, bit if it ſhould be 10oked' upon as ſu- 
5 Tafk the'reader' s'pardon. h © 


Though I- have 6 to. exculpate 
the Greeks and Romans as to their idolatry, 


yet 
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et Peould; with as much feaſon, blame meln. 
for having fo Ittle order and choice. Matty | 
things have been tlie Meets of their Homage 


and venieration, which they ought t only to Have 


admired; and ſeveral others, wörthy bf 
honour and reſpect, Hive" been eftireh neg- 
lected. I'will eridebvoar to afligh” a. redſon for 
this inconſiſtency, and àt tlie Cattle time * 


that nothing merits hothage and feſpect, "fo 


much as the natural plrts of a woman; Which 
the vulgar, with very little ny 0m leſs 


n call this ſhanieful Ann ata 


T9: 


The Greeks Merce b the Shpyitn; 


TM the greateſt part of their religious ceremonies, WM 
and adopted ſome of their deities: the Rotmahs MW 
A _—_ from the Greeks, what they toqk from 


* It appears that an Sun and 
. Moon 
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Moon have been the favourite deities, not only 
af thoſe nations of which I am ſpeaking, but 
R alſo of almoſt all others that have had no fixed 
ſyſtem of religion: the reaſon of their wor- 

| ſhipping the Stars, was . undoubtedly: founded 
'1 


upon a viſible utility that men derive from their 
influence, and other qualities, that their re- 
ſpect, credulity, or gratitude, attributed to them. 
It was very natural to look upon the Sun as 
che ſource and diſpenſer of light, heat, vege- 
tation, and change of ſeaſons. From theſe 
ſimple ideas, they eaſily proceeded, to ideas 
[| more complex and extenſive. From the moſt 
noble ideas, we may eaſily run into thoſe of an 
inferior order, and by abſenting one's ſelf by 
little and little, from the moſt natural and true 
ee, may arrive at the meaneſt and moſt 
e Euery individual being at liberty to 
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chuſe bis own Gods, and to pay them what 
homage he pleaſed; it was natural that the 

| deity he made choice ofj ſhould: correſpond 
with the ideas he had of it. We do not all 
love and reſpect the ſame things, neither do 
we We hate and 2 the ſame objects. 


| Religion 1 the Gun and Nee | 
depended entirely upon taſte; it is likewiſe 
certain that the ignorant and the philoſopher, 
the ſenſualiſt and the ſtupid, did not eatry 
their offerings to the ſame altar, and their 
worſhip for the ſame reaſon was as noble and 
delicate with the one, as it was mean and 
clowniſh with the other.” % 9: 172 we 
1 _ 1 1 
| Slacken the curb af cher ene _ | 
it runs great N The beauty or de- 
. e383 formity 
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W | formity of the productions of the mind, de- 
pghend upon its richneſs or indigence; hut with- 
qut. judgment, and reaſon to conduct it, the 
moſt; lively and brilliant one degenerates into 
folly. The ancients, who have excelled in 

works of the mind, and who, without con- 
tradiction, have been the models upon which 

the fineſt geniuſſes of our times have been 
formed, have not been the leaſt ingenious in 
forming ſyſtems of religion. There were, 
deities for all orders, of men; thoſe of- great 
lords had nothing to do with thoſe of the 


end an oe . 20 1 fühon⸗ 
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people ran into ſuch idolatrous notions; but I 
- Eannotieaſily; comprehend the want of order 

and. condp@;, which'is ſo viſible in their choices 
VII 8 9 i af 
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ifothey. had conſulted reaſon, and made ule 


of common ſenſe, they might have made choice 
of objects generally eſteemed; and- ſuch as de- 


mand our love and gratitude. £:1:04q91 291 


f 


What is there in nature ſo beautiful as wo- 


man]! And what can be more natural, than to 
have in veneration the organ of the -produc- , 


1 


tian of reaſonable beings? If the fair: ſex, 


ho h haye but ſeldom the management. of at- 


fairs, and the inſpection of rites and ceremo-. | 


nies, which pertain to religion, had been les. 
lators, they would have made choice of a 


happineſs. Woman gught to be. rel pected aud 


- adored, ſince ſhe j is e af ae the moſt 


refined pleaſure. 
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Nature and reaſon will make us acknowledge 
that theſe parts, with all the charms of plea- 
ſure, have likewiſe the boaſted advantage of 
being the repoſitories and organs of propaga- 
tion, and of the increaſe of mankind. 


P 


What 6 the ſun, or what is he in com- 
pariſon? He gives light, and communicates 
heat. What does the earth? She opens her 
boſom to the induſtrious labourer, and with 
profuſion and magnificence gives him what 
was depoſited in her bowels ; reaſon enough, 
in a Pagan's manner of thinking, for having 
| divine honours attributed to her., 75 


* 14 14 V. N 


But theſe parts are the ſource of all feli iKity ; | 
"hey keep up union and harmony in ſociety, 
and tame the moſt ſavage mortals. The ſoldier 
on his return from battle, covered with blood 


| 


and 
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and duſt, his ſoul filled with laughter and 
horror, at the fight of theſe, forgets the field 
of Mars. The ſailor, in their preſence forgets ., 
his ſhipwreck, and ſorbears his blaſphemies. 
The ſage politician, the intrepid warrior, the 
grave magiſtrate, the pedant, and the courtier, 
find a recompence here for all their troubles. 
The world is indebted to them for kings and . 
heroes, for inventors of arts and ſciences, and, 
in a word, for every thing that contributes moſt | 
to the beauty and magnificence of the world ; 
therefore they cannot be the ſource of diſorder 
or irregularity, as ſome few weak people affirm, 
and who are [incapable of enjoying the fweets 
and bleſſipgs they offer, and are willing to beſtow-/ 
on all thoſe, -who/ have gratitude ſufficient to : 
return the favoura = doubt not, but what 1 
baue here advance, will be allowed to be true 
and very — and that, if the Pagans / 
31 © had 
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had: no other intent in the choice of their. 

deities, | than the profit or pleaſure that the 

object they worſhip d could procure them, it is | 

inconteſtibly evident that their choice ought. | 

naturally to have fallen upon theſe beneficent 

objects, and that deification was their due; | 

altars aught to have been erected, ang feſtivals 

inſtituted to their honour, If thele] parts had 

been deified, the world would have. reaped great, 

advantages from it it ,namely, eee of. 

panaheiſay, © | 
1c, is certain, that. the greater part of men, 

would have received theſe. drities with pleaſure, : 

and would not have ſparedl libations to their 

honour; and Icbelieve the offices of Mdile and 

Augur would: have been inen, with great 


warmth. -: | - 42 1; e +4 44.110 / LAS F  &/ $$ 60 
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It would have been a very eaſy matter to 
have perſuaded thoſe, people to haye but one. 
principal diyinity; and in time the, ſubalterns * 
would have loſt their credit. There is no- | 
thing in, nature. would mgre voluntarily have | 
been dolized, becauſe * beſides a. certain na - 
tural- inclination. which induces men to, love 
them, there Is. a thouſand, ood and ſolid 


reaſons, which, proving tl their utility and noble 


49 «*Y ns. 


deſign, furniſh arguments in favour of their 
being deified. 


9 
— — 
5 


1 


Cicero ſays in his treatiſe Ne Natura Deprum, 
that the gods of. Epicurus did neither gogd nor, 
harm ;, that bey were in heaven with their arms 
 a-croſs, . without concerning themſelyes about, 
anything that happen d on the earth, The der, 
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ities I recommend are of a different kind, they 
are ſeldom i in a ſtate of ination, and few days 
paſs without their doing ſome good. 


In PA I of Jupiter, they do not hurl their 
thunder but upon the fool hardy, and do no harm 
but when they have been firſt offended. They F 
are obliging, and always diſpoſed to return much 
more than we give them; their boſom is open 
to our deſires, and a moſt exquiſite pleaſure ac- 
companies their ſervices. 


The Fair Sex are frequently accuſed of run. I: 
ing into an exceſs of ſelf-love, and ſeem in my 
| opinion” very Juftifiable. Several Women have 
carried the ſocial virtues to the higheff pitch; in . 
fly they ate more to be admired than the men, 


— 4 28 
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25 their education ſeldom offers them any thing 
great or ſublime. 


7 
* 


Their natural modeſty, without doubt, is the 
reaſon they have not, like the men, adopted a 
deity in the taſte of Priapus; and believe I may 
affirm, that if they had adopted one equivalent 
to him in all their ceremonies t, they would 


have 


* 4 * * — 1 
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ating the fair-ſex. Theſe are his words „ We dreſs. them 
p from their infancy for the procurement af loye;theirgraee, 

heir dreſs, their knowledge, their converſation, nay all their 
aſtruction terminates in this point. Their governeſſes inſtil 
othing elſe into them but the looks of love, and by their con- 
inual repetitions, frequently put them out of conceit with 1 
ontaigne Vol. $ page 80. 2 Edit. Paris 15. 


Py 


the bacchanals ; the women, it ſeems, out of policy, carried 


oy 
» 


* Montaigne 8 very much 8 he manner of edu- 


+ What gives ground for fuck a.conjefture;is what — | 


. 1 15 vhs 5 5 * Ng K 


: — — — 


38 THE DEIFICATION OF 
have given the pfeference to that god, who 
was driven from Lampſacus for oſſeſſing ta. 


lents which are not expoſed to chaſtiſement 
"and correction ih the age We an. 


firs 5 ut let ey e6hfider if nel "Gl " 60 6 Nn 
ze for the ſtr inge Condlet that men Have 
ſhewn on that TR to the fafr-ſex: I fifld chete 
are ſeveral; the principal of which is jealouſy; : 
paſſion which naturally deprives us of all ideas of 
juſtice and gratitude. Man, who, I know not - 
for what reaſon, Has always aſſumed "Powe 
and authority 01 over women, has invented a thou 


ian 
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1 * 3 of Fat * parts of a man ſometimes on the 
necks, and- ſometimes on their head; and when they we Sd -- 
* widows, they concealed them under their head · dreis. Mes ha 
never. had tlie good manners, to return the women tlie fay 

in their diverſions and feſtivals. 
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ſand means to juſtify himſelf., His being the 


ſtronger veſſel was none of the worſt I pre- 


ſume; and he knew eas well to make, uſe of it. 
His pride prejudiced him in his dwn opinion, and 


. hinder'd him from entering into adiſcuſſion of the 
the right and title ſhe had of pretending to a dei · 


fication of her parts.— What! ſaid man, ſhall 
woman be ſubject to me, and be fool enough to 


makea deity of a thing which takes a pride j in de. 


| baſing us from the- very inſtant it raiſes us up! ? 
hall 1 addreſs my prayer and vows to one which 


either grants v us nothing. or demarids' ( when it 
_hears our prayers). an ackndiyledgment out of 


.our power to give? ſhall 1 offer ſacrifices, and 
make libations in Honbur of k' deity, who will 
Hee vouchſafe fo much as to tioye fometimies, | 


(if Emay ufe uch an expreſſibn) nor witnieſs 
"by iy inatk"that my oblations Have been agree- 
able ? 


2 5 2 — a a5; 


_— 


40 THE DEITICATION or 


able? Shall I come to the door of their temple, 
with my heart full of ardent wiſhes,” and be 
+ obliged," on that account, to obſerve. a law 
| which may enforce me to keep faſt to their ho- 
nour, as it were, to the meaneſt of ſtars?—Ndw 
and then, Juno, under the name of Lucina, 
would hinder me from entering the finftuaty: 
And a. thouſand other reaſons will always diſ- 
ſuade me from offering any kind of worſhip to 

| them, Beſides, without deifying them, they 5 
have uſurped a power,. which already is too 
- great, and which, in proceſs of time, will be- 
come unlimited. But would it not be much 
better not to juſtify « one's-ſelf, than defend a cauſe 


With ſuch, paltry. reaſons, Wood and ſtone, 
bad they not a moxe abſolute. dependance; upon \ 


de will of ma, nd wn e more reaſpn- 
f able 
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able to entertain a religious veneration for inani- 
mate beings, and ſuch as are made with hands, 
and of which he could hope nor fear any thing. 
No one will diſpute that the pagans would have 
ated more conſiſtently, if inſtead of admitting 
an infinite number of deities, they had ſuppoſed 
one only author, creator and preſerver of the 
univerſe, Common ſenſe points out this 


idea, and as ſoon as a man can underſtand 
that two and two make four, he may alſo 
prove that the world is the work of one ſole 


creator, without which we can have no ideas of 
nere and order. 


But ſhould we admit of Polytheiſm and make 
a diviſion of power and properties, and when 
all the productions of nature become the objects 
of religious awe, I ſay every kind of argument 
D | {4 which 
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which excludes the parts of the fair ſex, is the 
moſt uncouth and unſupportable. For their 
gods of the firſt rank, which they make ſuch 


2 noiſe about, have they not bent the knee 


2 hundred times before the alters of the fair- 
ſex ? 

| Has not Jupiter aſſumed all kinds of ſhapes in 
order to introduce himſelf into the ſanctuary of 
pleaſure ? and has he not been always pleaſed 
with a change of Paradiſe? Nature, which 
ſpeaks to the moſt ſimple as well as to the moſt 
elevated geniuſes, explains herſelf very early to 
all upon the article of diſtinction of ſexes, and 
js it not acting directly contrary to her dictates, 
not to look upon the parts as the moſt venera- 
ble and amiable in the human frame? It ap- 


FE : 


pears 
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pears that Zeno was of opinion that the parts 


ought to be particularly repeated, as ſays Dio- 
genes Laerties, * | 


This philoſopher was afraid of contracting 
too great a familiarity with them in being too 
often in their company, and for this reaſon he 
knew, his wife only once during his whole life; 
and if the conjecture may have place here, I 
am apt to think that Homer had the fame ſenti- 
ments, which is eaſy to prove if we admit the 
opinion of La Mothe le Vayer, who ſuppoſes 
this Poet's beautiful deſcription of the Grotto of 
the Nymphs to be an allegory of the parts 
of woman: It is in the third book of the 


* Diog Laert, Vit. Zenon. Lib. 7. Segm. 13. ; 
D 2 Odyfley; | 
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Odyſſey; and to oblige my reader, I have 
tranſlated into Latin the eleven Greek verſes, 


which contain this deſcription, 


Sat rams diffuſa in portus vertice Oliva, 

uam propter jucundum antrum obſcurumque recedit, 
Sacra domus Nymphis, que Naiades indigitantur, 
Intus crateres, patulzeque ex marmore vivo 
Ampbora, apes dulci qud ponunt mella ſuſurro, 
Saxea ſunt intus quoque flamina longa, ubi Nimphæ 
Purpureas texunt telas, miſerabile viſu. - 
Intus purpuret latices, fed janua duplex : 
Het Boream ſpectans homines admittit ; at illa 

' Reſpicrens antrum divinior, invia prorſus 

Eft homini, prabetque viam immortalibus unis. 


La Mothe le Vayer pretends that beſides the 


literal and EN ſenſe of the Hliad and Odyſ- 
ſey, 


— 
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ſey, theſe poems contain a miſtic and moral 
ſenſe, and he will have it that the paſſage in 
quz2ſtion muſt be myſtically underſtood as I 
have obſerved before: for the original gives us 


a very natural picture of the fair- ſex. 


All the world knows in what PCA the cave 
of the Sybils was held, and no doubt it was for 
this reaſon that Homer made choice of this alle. 
_ gory, ſo ingeniouſly adapted to the parts of the 
ſex; and if the ſuppoſition may have place here, 
one may boldly affirm that the poet intended to 
inſinuate an admiration and reſpe& for them — 
But it is quite needleſs to have recourſe to Hy- 
potheſis. For whether Homer and Zeno looked 8 
upon theſe parts with reſpect or contempt is a 
matter of indifference, and will prove nothing; ; 
D 3 but 
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but the example and opinion of all mankind in 
this point ſerve as a baſis to my ſyſtem, 


Of all the paſſions none is more violent than 
that of love, and it is neceſſary to be fo, ſince 
it, is productive of more good than any other. 


Nature with reluctance waits for the age of 
love to make us feel its ſtings. Love exerciſes its 
empire among the ſavage Indians as well as in 
the moſt civilized countries. 


All men in general are inclined to give to the 
fair-ſex, and to that part which diſtinguiſhes 
them from ours, more affecting marks of vene- 
ration, than either fear or policy can dictate. 


There are few men who do not love the ſex 
and that few is compoſed of fellows without 
| ___ -ſouls 
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ſoul, without mind, which is the character- 
iſtic of a lover of the fair-ſex. It is well 
known that the ſex of ' woman-haters which 


ſprung up at different times never ſubfiſted 
long. 


The reign of the Abelians * was very 
ſhort, Origin + made few proſelytes, and 
4 8 Com- 


—_ 


* 


* The Abelians were a ſect which eſtabliſhed itſelf. about 
Hipponia, which was extin@ in St. Auſtin's time, Theſe 
hereticks took a wife for a companion with no other view 
than to be comforted and affiſted in their domeſtic affair 
making a vow to lay with her without WY her, but 
they adopted other men's children. - 


+ Origin from an exceſs of devotion caſtrated himſelf and 
became an eunuch for the kingdom of God's ſake, There 
| Ae 


48 THE DEIFICATION OF. 


Combabus t had few-imitators of his fidelity to. 
| his maſter. F 


What we love and ſet our hearts on natu- 
rally attracts our reſpect. It would not have 
been wondered at, if mankind had paid more 


donours to theſe parts than they have as yet. 
But jealouſy as I hinted above is the ſource of 


confuſion. 

2s 5 | renner mrrnnnnannn nent — 
are few divines, I believe, now-a-days, who would t e the 
pallage of ſcripture relative to this ſubject in a Iiteraf ſenſe. 


1 Combabus, a young noblemam of the court of Syria, 
being appointed to attend the Queen Stratonice on a long 
journey, that he might not be tempted or ſuſpected of inter- 
fering with the king's property, cut off and locked up in a 
ſealed box, the certificate of his continence, and delivered it 


into the king's en. ; 4 


LES | Theſe 


_— 
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Theſe parts enjoy many privileges which our 
nature will not admit of. Ours is but the very 
humble ſervant of theirs, and if both one and 
the other were deified, and it ſhould come to 
a diſpute about rank and priority, I would ad- 
viſe our ſex to give it quite up, and wait for 
the laſt event; for. when we-.come to cloſe 
quarters our efforts are violent it is true, but 
we ſoon give way, and never return to the 
charge, till after mature deliberation, 


This ſuperiority has always been the ſubject 
of envy and diſputes. Man is not- generous 
enough to acknowledge that nature has refuſed 
him equal power and privileges; though he is 
ſecretly convinced of his own weakneſs, yet he 
-will not make uſe of ſuch a plea as. he fairly 
might ſo as to give up his pretentions. 6 

But 
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But if this reaſon alone was not ſufficient 
to determine him, the qualities and deſign of 
theſe parts would leave him no room to heſitate, 
They are the immediate ſource of all the won- 
ders we ſee in the world, and on their. pro- 
ductions depends the perfection 0: imperfection 
of all viſible objects. From them ſprung the 
prince who was the ſcourge of his fellow- 
Creatures, as well as he who was born to bleſs 
the world with days of peace and happineſs. 
Tt is in theſe organs of generation that the ſeeds 
of vice and virtue are formed. 7. hey are the 
inſtruments deſigned to beautify or deform the 
world. 


Do there exiſt in nature any objects capable 
of producing the like effects? No, none; and 
what ought more particularly to have engaged 

the 


1 2 —- 
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the pagans to deify theſe, parts, is, that they 
contain as many incomprehenſible myſteries as 
their other deities ; for the moſt ingenious ana- 
tomiſt, or moſt ſubtil philoſopher, could never 
yet account for their fecret operation, | 


Neither -atoms, nor the material ſubtilties, 
attraction: or graviation, will ever contribute to 
the diſcovery of their mechaniſm ; for ſurely 
the ancients were more ignorant on this article, 
than we of the preſent age ; every thing of a 
myſterious nature attracted their attention and 
devotion, but by an unparalleled negle&, that 
which all the world looked upon as at the moſt 
unfathomable, had not ſo much as one image 
ſet up to its honour. It does not appear that 
the figure made of wax and honey, which they 
carried in proceſſion at the feaſt of the Theſmg- 

pharites 
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phorites, was that of the genitals of the fair 
ſex; and even were this proved, it would not 
have much weight, becauſe” it was the women 
themſelves that provided this image, and made 
uſe of it in commemoration of an adventure 
which drew the firſt attention of the goddeſs 
Ceree,* annexing to it any idea of devotion.— 


Pity it is that the learned Thurneby never 
dreamt of the ſubj ect I am treating; if he had, 
he would (by this way of reaſoning) have found 
convicinng proofs of the divinity of theſe parts ; 
for he aſſerts that the pagan deities always car- 
-Tied about them an agreeable odour, and to 
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© # Bayle's dictionary. Art, Theſmophories. 
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his aſſertion, he quotes Ovid and virgil, The 
former ſpeaking of Horas, ſays, 


Omnia finerat : ſucceſſit in Horas, 


& Minſit odor : poſſes ſeire fuiſſe Deum. 
And Virgil ſpeaking of Venus, 


Dixit, & avertens roſea cervice refu Ia, 
Ambroſiægue come diuininum vertice odorem -* 
» Spiravere 


And lian in his hiſtory of animals, ſays that 
Juno bathing herſelf in a fountain on her wed- 
ding day, communicated the moſt fragrant 
odour not only to the water in which ſhe bath- 
ed, but likewiſe to all the adjacent places. 


But perhaps theſe Pagans might ſay as many 
dull wits fay OY that theſe parts were 
| really 
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really Pandora's box, and that this fable muſt 
be underſtood as an allegory of the characteriſ- 


tic nature of women. 


This may be true, and allowing it to be ſo, 
it favours my opinion very much; for ſince the 
parts of the ſex are capable of producing ſo 


much good or evil, and fince the Pagans in 


their choice of objects regard only the good or 
evil they were productive of, and the myſtery 


of their nature, it is evident that the fair-ſex 
has a right to complain of, and exclaim againſt 
the injuſtice done them. | 


Theſe parts have in other reſpects a real ad- 
vantage over all other objects which men have 
deified, an advantage very agreeable to men, 
and which ought to have excited their gratitude. 

| | The 
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The ſun and the earth honoured more than 
one with religious worſhip, beſides their utility 
are objects beautiful to the ſight. 


The Sun in all his different aſpects on our 
horizon is very agreeable, and enlivens all 
nature with his beams. His riſe is bril- 
ant, his meridian majeſtic, and his ſetting 
ſerene. 


The earth preſents to our eyes at one ſeaſon - 
fruits, at another flowers. Theſe objects in- 
deed beſides their utility pleaſe the eye; but is 
there a man living who has the uſe of all his 
faculties that will not readily agree, that the 
earth and ſun in all their glory, do not excite 
a pleaſure comparable to that ariſing from 
theſe uſeful and amiable parts. 

The 
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The pleaſure they excite in us is all exſtaſy 


and a ſort of heavenly enthuſiaſm; the emo- 


tions they raiſe ſurpaſs the tremblings of the 
Delphick oracle. bs 3 
This in fact is the only perfect pleaſure, be- 


cauſe it employs at the ſame time all the parts 


of the body and the faculties of the ſoul; ſurely 
then 


The homage we pay to theſe parts. can never t 
render us ſuſpected of acting the hypocrite. 


_ Beſides, thele deities never change thgir 
likings and averſions; they love the man con- 
ſtantly, beſtow their favours with a free heart, 


and never refuſe but againſt their inclination. 1 
| The * 
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The gods which the heathen world adored: 
moſt, were ſeldom.conftant in their affections, | 
and man was never aſſured that, his oblatians 
were welcome, Here, on the contrary, chere 


is not graciouſly mn and politely acknoy- , 
ledged. 


What a wide difference then would men 
have found, if their blindneſs and ingratitude 
had not made them deviate from the path of 
right reaſon! what pains might have been 
ſpared and fears avoided ! two divinities might. 
have ſufficed for all; Jupiter in heaven, and the 
parts of the ſex on earth. By this means all 
jealouſy would ceaſe, everydiſpute: and contro- 


5 > verſy would vaniſh, and the age theology be 
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compleat: to which T muſt add, the advantage 
mankind would receive by excluding all the 
other uſeleſs divinities. The Pagans were obli- 
Sed to obſerve a certain attitude when they 
Prayed, a cuſtom which ſubſiſts to this day 
among the Indians. The deities I plead for, 
more wiſe and intelligent, never ſtand upon 
ſuch trifles, nor dare for the paſture of the body, 
provided the reſpect paid them is attended with 
zeal and fervout, an upright intention, and a 
ſteady perſeverance which fairly proves that 


theſe parts deſerve, for their utility and noble 
deſign, our hamage and: adoration; and for 


the complaiſance with which they diſcharge 
their ae all our love and e 
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